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Fun for Fido! 
You’re out having fun.  Don’t leave Fido at home!  Check out our list of places, events and services for your dog. 

Dog Parks 
• Gulfport’s main dog park is “Chase Park”, located at 27th Ave S and 54th St S.  This neighborhood park is one 

complete city block bounded by 28th & 27th Avenues and 53rd & 54th Streets South.  This area includes the meeting 
site for local Boy & Girl Scouts, tennis courts, the Gulfport Historical Museum and two dog parks – one for large dogs 
and one for small dogs.   

 
• The second location is Clam Bayou Nature Park, located at the end of Miriam St S.  The area is a nature preserve and 

includes several observation decks and docks, a canoe/kayak launch, several short trails and views of Clam Bayou 
and Boca Ciega Bay. 

 
Dogs are allowed on a six-foot leash anywhere in the 1,136-acre county park named Fort De Soto Park, except on the main 
beaches.  (See “Beaches” below.) 
 
You can also checkout doggoes.com or download the Dog Park Finder iPhone and iPad apps. 

Dog-friendly restaurants 
• The Dog Bar – aptly named, this place is mainly for dogs but serves alcohol so you can enjoy yourself while your 

four-legged little one runs wild.  There are some serious play zones here – ramps, a swimming pool for starters.  
You’ll need a copy of your dog’s vaccination records & pay a membership - $40 per year for the first dog; $20 each 
for the rest.  And the adult beverages for the humans aren’t an afterthought either.  24 beers on tap & mixed drinks.   

 
• Salty’s Gulfport Bar – the patio is completely dog-friendly as long as on a leash and well-behaved with others.  

Food is not served (this is a bar) but nearby restaurants deliver. They have Yappy Hour. 
 

• Nikko Mussolini Dog Barrrrrr – Coffee, mixed drinks, ice cream, dog treats, dog wear.  
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• O’Maddy’s – sidewalk seating for dogs 

 
• Neptune Grill – outdoor seating for dogs 

 
• Boca Bay Grille – beautiful outdoor patio includes dog seating 

 
Most restaurants offer water and the ability of dogs to join you while dining outside. 

Festivals for dogs 
• Check Bringfido.com for more! 

 
• Gulfport’s Get Rescued – This event is one of the largest animal rescue events in the state, with all profits to 

benefit participating non-profit rescue groups. All well-behaved pets and their leashed people are welcome to 
attend.  After your pets have gone to bed, there’s the popular evening component, Tails at Twlight, held at the 
Gulfport Casino Ballroom.  http://gulfportsgetrescued.com/ 

 
• Strut, Wag & Rock – a Halloween party for pets and their people.  http://www.strutwagandrock.org/ 

 
• Howl-O-Ween Pet Fest & PAWrade - http://www.humaneeducationconnection.org/wp-

content/uploads/2013/07/howloween-flyer.jpg 
 

• Woofstock – Tampa - https://www.facebook.com/WoofstockatOCP/ 

 

 

Spa Day 
Reef Dog Gifts and Grooming – Keep that relationship between you and your pet clean and healthy – treat your loved one 
to a spa day at Reef Dog.  Located on Beach Blvd in Gulfport, so you may not even need to drive!  
http://reefdoggrooming.com/ 

 

Pet Sitters 
If you need a sitter during your stay, try dogvacay.com.  Just type in your zip code (33707 will work), then indicate your start 
and end dates and whether you’re looking for boarding, daycare, house sitting or dog walking.  Tip:  Shannon T with 
“Your Critter Carer” in Gulfport has many great reviews and repeat guests! 
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Beaches 
Most Pinellas county beaches are not dog-friendly.  That means that dogs are not permitted past the dunes, to the water 
line or in the water.  You may occasionally see someone breaking the rules, but there is a fine if you are caught.  Three 
wonderful exceptions to this are the dog park at Fort De Soto, Honeymoon Island and North Shore Park in downtown St 
Petersburg.  (See next page.)  
 

• Fort DeSoto - Called Paws Playground, this 1,136-acre county park was named one of Petside’s Top 10 Dog-
Friendly beaches and one of the South’s Best Dog Parks by Southern Living magazine.  Dogs are allowed on the 
beach at the fenced in Paw Playground that’s divided into separate sections for small and large dogs.  Some of the 
amenities include cooling stations with showers and dog-level water fountains to keep your pet comfortable.   

 
• Honeymoon Island – 4 miles of sandy beaches blanket this natural barrier island.  There are also miles of nature 

trails, wildlife, a nature center, concessions and plenty of parking.  Your dog is welcome on the beach and in the 
water as long as he or she is on a six-foot handheld leash.  The dog beach is located at the southernmost tip of 
Honeymoon Island.  Human amenities include showers, concessions and restrooms. 

 
• North Shore Park - in downtown St Petersburg – also welcomes water-loving dogs! 

 

Dog Safety 
Dogs are such social creatures and their favorite place is to be by your side.  However, that doesn’t mean that travel and 
staying in a new place won’t be stressful for them.  Being prepared can make a lot of difference if you find your dog lost, 
stressed or ill while on your trip. 

• Before you leave for your trip, make sure your contact info on your pet’s ID tag is current and is a phone number 
that YOU can be reached at while on your trip.  (Such as a cell phone number.)  If it isn’t, consider buying a 
temporary tag to attach to his or her collar and write your cell phone number on it with a Sharpie. 

• Identify a nearby vet and emergency hospital for your pet before you travel. 
• If your dog needs a special diet, be sure to bring plenty with you. 
• Bring your pets medication.  (I left one of our cat’s asthma inhaler home one time.  Neither the medication nor the 

device used to administer it can be obtained quickly.  Lesson learned!) 
• Bring a bottle of water and bowl for your trip if traveling by car and also for when you’re out and about exploring 

the area. Many shops and restaurants will have dog water bowls sitting out, but by bringing your own you may 
limit your pet’s contact with other doggie germs. 

• Collars and leashes – important anytime your dog is out of the car or house.  Many restaurants and parks require 
you to “leash or leave”. 

• Boots – if you plan on taking your dog on the beach or on trails, consider protection from hot sand and sharp 
objects for their tootsies! 

• Planning on boating? Then bring or buy a pet life vest.  You need to wear one and your dog does too. 
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